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1. List of Events: 

 Teaching Center Advisory Council meeting (8th September- 1hr) 

 AGM (8th September-2hrs) 

 New students orientation  (5th Sept.- 2.5hrs) 

 GFC/orientation meeting(11th Sept.- 4hrs 

 GSA executives Breakfast with President and VPs (11th Sept.- 1hr) 

 Graduate council meeting(12th Sept.- 2hrs) 

 Budget advisory meeting  (13th Sept. – 1.5hrs) 

 GSA executive lunch meeting with AVP leadership team (30th August 2hrs) 

 Students awards committee meeting (12th Sept. -2hrs) 

 GSA executive council meeting(21st Sept. – 1:5hrs) 

 GSA executive council meeting (28th Sept. – 1hr) 

 

2. External Meeting Summaries: 

 

 Teaching center advisory council meeting started off with the Chair’s overview 

on the mandate of the council. These include; offering advice to the teaching 

center in areas relating to teaching support and improvement; and vetting 

applications for teaching support from departments and faculty members 

throughout the academic year. The Center carried out a survey to understand the 

use and knowledge of Open Educational Resources (OER). It emerged that more 

than 30% of the respondents were interested in knowing more of the use of OER. 

Wage rate for Graduate research assistantship under the teaching development 

fund is in the range of $17.92- $22.00 and faculty members applying for this fund 

expected to have their budget for wage payment in this range. On agility center 

update the SGS has committed to the center with graduate assistantship under its 

program of repurposing graduate assistantship. So students will run workshops 

for the agility center as part of their GA hours. Among the financial supports the 

center will provide for students is Agility Teaching Innovation fund, an 

opportunity for graduate students to utilize.  
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 Budget advisory council: I picked up Hakin’s update on the issues of funding for 

post-secondary education. The type of funding model applied to the Campus 

Alberta grants he indicated is unresponsive to enrolment and cost of living across 

provinces; doesn’t appreciate the role of research and financial health of 

institutions in its allocation. He argued that since no new money is adding up to 

the grant implies that there will always be winners and loser in redistribution of 

the grants. There is a severe stress on government budget on education and which 

he believes will put innovation grant for graduate studies in jeopardy. In spite of 

this situation, the Chair of the council assured members that consultations on the 

budget will be on-going bearing in mind different scenarios of government 

support. The university will continue to provide qualities services for students 

while exploring alternative revenues to shore up the 1% ($1.5million) lost of the 

Campus Alberta grant. The chair also admonished faculties to submit their 

strategic initiatives priorities for onward submission to the board of governors for 

approval. 

 Student awards committee meeting: Matters of relevance were; the background 

explanation of the various awards administered by the scholarship office; and the 

approval of various terms of references for awards including GSA travel award 

revised and submitted to the scholarship office. There were some discussions on 

the GSA travel award TOR, mainly on our request for a supervisor’s signature 

and at the same time conference registration receipt both of which are 

authentication for conference attended. So we may have to look at that portion 

again in the next awards committee meeting. 

 GSA executives Breakfast with President and VPs: The relevance as I have noted 

during the meeting was the fact that there was an exchange of information 

covering wide ranges of issues on both sides. Especially on the GSA side, while 

the president had the chance to outline GSA priorities for the academic year, he 

also indicated the challenges confronting graduate students. There were lots of 

issues raised to which the President and VPs indicated their commitment to 

resolving them.  
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