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1. List of Events: 

 GSA Office Feb. 26, 27, 28, March 2, 5, 6, 8, 12, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 

 GSAEC Feb. 19 

 Student Meetings Feb. 26, March 1, 9, 22 

 Shannon Phillips, Feb. 26 

 ab-GPAC Communication, Feb. 27 

 Election Info Session, Feb. 27 

 GFC Convocation Committee, Feb. 28 

 Indigenous Awareness Week Event, Feb. 28 

 Awards Committee, Mar. 2 

 SLEAC, Mar. 2 

 Student/SGS Meeting, Mar. 2 

 Indigenous Awareness Days Community Fair, Mar. 5 

 Grad Council Executive, Mar. 12 

 ab-GPAC Board, Mar. 12 

 ULAA Quarterly Meeting, Mar. 13 

 Dhillon School of Business Announcement, Mar. 14 

 Emergency Bursary Committee, Mar. 19 

 Helen Kelly, Mar. 20 

 Donor Recognition Gala, Mar. 21 

 Labour Relations, Mar. 22 

 Provincial Budget conference call, Mar. 22 

 Campus Women’s Centre, Mar. 23 

 3MT Finals, Mar. 23 

 Meeting of the Minds, Mar. 24 

 

2. Select External Meeting Summaries 

Shannon Phillips, Feb. 26 

Ms. Phillips was on campus to hear from stakeholders about what the government was 

doing for advanced education. Once again, Ms. Phillips demonstrated a fairly narrow 
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view of what was good for student here at the U of L. There does not seem to be any 

movement on getting extra help from government with labour relations issues, but she did 

indicate there would be announcements forthcoming that would have great impact. 

 

GFC Convocation Committee, Feb. 28 

With the Spring 2018 ceremony rapidly approaching, this was a meeting to discuss a few 

changes surrounding the platform party and some regalia. The most notable change was 

that a stole will now be available for indigenous students that will include symbols 

recognizing indigenous heritage and acknowledging the students culture. It will be worn 

over the robe as part of the U of Ls academic regalia. 

 

Indigenous Awareness Event, “In This Place,” Feb. 28 

Our event was to be a small gathering in a lecture room in Anderson Hall, but on the day 

of the event, we received word that an entire class wanted to attend. We managed to 

switch the room, and as a result we had close to 130 people come to listen to Travis 

Plaited Hair and Don McIntyre speak about the U of L and the relationship with 

indigenous people. It was a great event, the speakers were engaging, and we set ourselves 

apart by organizing this gathering. 

 

SLEAC, Mar. 2 

The School of LibEd Advisory Council established its mandate and began to formalize 

the structure of the committee. The process of becoming an official school has required 

some changes to the committee structure and reporting to conform to GFC and 

governmental rules. The Dean announced an official position had been created and 

applications were being accepted for their first hire. Overall this is a good committee for 

us to be a part of in the future as this is a unit that is the focus of many in upper 

administration right now. 

 

Indigenous Awareness Days Community Fair, Mar. 5 

This was to be one of the main happenings for the week of indigenous events. The SU 

ballrooms were packed with people from across the community sharing stories, food, 

dancing, and signing. There was a great turn out, and I feel like a smaller community 
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event leading into a week of different presentations and happenings was far more 

effective than a single day. And it was a ton of fun. 

 

Grad Council Executive, Mar. 12 

Normally I would not bring anything from grad council executive, but there was one part 

that is was very exciting to hear. The Provost has asked Dean Wood to begin 

investigating the financial impact and feasibility of making international student fees 

equitable with domestic fees. While this is just in the beginning stages, this could mean 

that soon, the U of L could reduce international fees. This would encourage more 

international enrolment and would make us a leader in creating a truly equitable and 

global graduate student community. 

 

ULAA Quarterly, Mar. 13 

The Alumni Association has been a strong supporter of us this year, and I have been 

happy to be part of their executive board. The ULAA is really trying to change their 

image and focus, looking to engage with students earlier and build a healthy, vibrant 

alumni community. We reviewed some focus group results that were a little depressing, 

but I feel that the board took some of the comments seriously, and I have hope going 

forward. Something to consider is pushing for a specific graduate student alumni chapter 

that would service alum who have been to grad school here. 

 

Dhillon School of Business Announcement, Mar. 14 

The largest donation in the history of the U of L resulted in the renaming of the Faculty 

of Management to the Dhillon School of Business. As a board member I knew this was 

coming, and it a very exciting announcement, the amount of people who turned out for 

this was impressive. It was a big day for the university and the GSA was part of the 

celebration, being one of the first tweets the Mr. Dhillon shared as the announcement was 

going on. 

 

U of L Donor Recognition Gala, Mar. 21 

The annual gathering to recognize those who have donated to the U of L’s scholarship 

funds was an evening of meeting a lot of people who really love this university. 
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Mohammed and I represented the GSA, and we were able to spend time with U of L 

supporters from across the community. In some of the conversations I had, there is a 

feeling of excitement and interest when people ask about graduate studies here. It was a 

fun night, and I was proud to represent. 

 

Provincial Budget Call, Mar. 22 

This was a conference call with Minister for Advanced Education Marlin Schmidt. It is 

not secret that we have been less than impressed with the government and their handling 

of advanced education issues over the past twelve months. However, this budget 

delivered on many vague promises and delivered on numbers we did not think they 

would. Overall, it was very good news for the U of L, the Campus Alberta grants that 

form a main part of our funding that many thought were going to be reduced went up 2%, 

the government recommitted to the lights on funding for the Destination Project, and they 

delivered the $17 million dollars promised as to backfill for the tuition freeze. This will 

take some pressure off the university’s budget. There was also an increase in overall 

scholarship and grant funding, I asked the minister if any of that would be specifically for 

graduate students, but he was not sure how it was going to be allocated. I will follow up 

on this before the end of my term 

 

3MT Finals, Mar. 23 

I was very pleased to co-host the 3MT Finals and was impressed with all the 

presentations.  The students did such an amazing job, and the turnout was standing room. 

I was very happy to see so many grad students out, but also so many from the council out 

and supporting their cohorts. 

 

Meeting of the Minds, Mar. 24 

Not much really needs to be said for this. Excellent organization, great turnout and 

participation, wonderful food, and so much more. It was again good to see so many of the 

council out to support the conference by volunteering or by attending panels. Truly a 

great way to wrap up our major events for the year. 
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