
 

 

      Brendan Cummins, November 2017  

 

 

Executive Member: President                                       Contribution Hours: ~120 hrs 
Email: gsa.pres@uleth.ca 
Completed from: Oct 27-Nov 24, 2017  

 

        

1. List of Events: 

 GSA Office, Oct. 30, 31 Nov. 1, 3, 6, 8, 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 21, 23 

 GSAEC Nov. 6, 17 

 Student Meetings, Oct. 16, 21, 23 

 Executive Coordinator Review, Oct. 30, Oct.31 

 VP Student Life Review, Oct. 30, Nov. 2 

 VP Finance Review, Oct. 27, Oct. 31 

 Shannon Phillips, Oct. 31 

 Meliorist Board of Directors, Nov. 1 

 Indigenous Awareness Week, Nov. 2 

 GFC Convocation Committee, Nov. 2 

 Emergency BoG Meeting, Nov. 2 

 ULSU/Lethbridge Transit, Nov. 2 

 Grad Chat, Nov. 3 

 Agility Funding Meeting, Nov. 3 

 GFC, Nov. 6 

 Labour Relations Chair, Nov. 7 

 ab-GPAC Communications, Nov. 8 

 Water Building Meet and Greet, Nov. 8 

 President Review, Nov. 9 

 Poverty on Campus Working Group, Nov. 10 

 AVP Students/ULSU, Nov. 10 

 AVP Student, Registrar, Convocation Coordinator, Nov. 14 

 Labour Relations, Nov. 15 

 VP Research/ORIS, Nov. 16 

 Meliorist BoD, Nov. 17 

 BMO, Nov. 17 

 Board Game Night, Nov. 17 

 Cannabis Implementation, Nov. 20 

 Graduate Council Executive, Nov. 22 
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 Teaching Awards Working Group, Nov. 23 

 GSAC, Nov. 24 

 

 

2. Select External Meeting Summaries: 

 

Shannon Phillips, Oct. 31 

Shannon Phillips, MLA for Lethbridge West and Environment Minister stopped by the 

University for an impromptu meeting and chat with students. Along with Nathan Hill and 

Betty Wanjiru, we took some time to speak with Ms. Phillips in an informal manner. The 

subject of sustainable funding for graduate students came up as did the changes brought 

on by Bill 7 and how the government support was somewhat lacking. It was an 

interesting conversation. 

 

Meliorist Publishing Society Board, Nov. 1 

Grad students have been paying into the Meliorist coffers and have always has a place on 

the board. This was the first meeting after their AGM and we have officially taken our 

spot on their board. This was an introductory meeting and to recap the AGM. Some 

discussion was also had over editorial choices and content and how to best serve the 

needs of all students. 

 

Indigenous Awareness Week Planning, Nov. 2 

I was pleased to represent the GSA at the first meeting for this, I am hoping to get the 

GSA as involved as possible in the planning and execution the event. A lot of discussion 

was around themes and goals. For now, it looks like there will be a one day large event 

with a series of smaller symposia, events, and opportunities throughout the year. More to 

come. 

 

GFC Convocation Committee, Nov. 2 

This was the meeting where the order of degree conferral was discussed and passed. The 

committee decided that to eliminate some of the size and length issues, the SGS 

graduates will be split up over the four ceremonies. I did speak against this motion, and it 
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passed by only one vote. There will be more information about this as we head towards 

the December GFC meeting. 

 

ULSU/Lethbridge Transit, Nov. 2 

Hailey Babb, ULSU president, and I met with Ken Ponech and his senior staff to discuss 

the potential framework for a combined ULSU and GSA UPass program. We decided 

that the two would be separate contracts, but would have similar language and options for 

the students. There are some opportunities to make some gains on opt-outs as well as 

pricing and administration. If the ULSU votes for the UPass, it will be a huge win for the 

student population in general. 

 

Agility Funding Meeting, Nov. 3 

This was a follow up to the Agility Advisory council meeting to discuss the ToR for the 

proposed graduate assistantships being offered by the Agility program. I feel that David 

Hanger, who is heading up the program for now, is very interested in getting grad student 

involvement, input, and participation.  

 

GFC, Nov. 6 

There were no major motions at this meeting outside of an eccentric management 

professor proposing the U of L issue a statement in support of Governor-General Julie 

Payette’s academic freedom and the planning of a conference on academic freedom. It 

was dismissed. 

 

Water Building Meet and Greet, Nov. 8 

As part of my commitment to making connections across campus, I took some coffee and 

donuts over to the water building and spent a couple of hours with some of our 

environmental science and geography grad students. It was extremely valuable for me, as 

some of their concerns are unique due to the nature of their field work timing and 

responsibilities. I really enjoyed myself, and I hope it will broaden our horizons a bit 

more. 

 

Poverty on Campus Working Group, Nov. 10 

The GSA executive were invited to participate in a working group surrounding the results 

of a campus wide survey about poverty in the university community. While it was very 
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informative, it also demonstrated a lack of understanding of the needs and position of 

graduate students at the U of L. For that reason, I was very glad to be part of the 

conversation, if only to remind the people around the table that an undergraduate and a 

graduate student will often have very different answers to many questions. 

 

AVP Students/Registrar/Convocation Coordinator, Nov. 14 

This was a follow up meeting about the convocation order of degree conferral. In the 

interim, I had put out a call for feedback to grad student population. After three days, I 

received 35 responses from grad students about the change. Most were understanding of 

the institutional needs, there was a strong push back against a sudden change. I brought 

those opinions forward and there was a robust discussion. I am hoping to share the final 

results of these meetings in the very near future, 

 

Labour Relations, Nov. 15 

The planning for the upcoming collective bargaining continues. We met to discuss a town 

hall and how we would be approaching the contract construction and negotiations. Look 

for more information from our labour relations chair, there is a new email for this 

committee, gsa.labour@uleth.ca. 

 

Board Game Night, Nov. 17 

The social and wellness event was hosted by one of our sponsors, Round Table Board 

Gamerie. We had an excellent turnout, the food was tasty, and a lot of fun was had by all 

who managed to attend. It was a great night across the board. (See what I did there?) 

 

Cannabis Implementation Working Group, Nov. 20  

The ULSU, ORS, Faye, and myself met with the AVP Students Kathleen Massey and the 

executive director of student services, Mark Slomp to discuss how the university was 

going to regulate and implement the use of cannabis on campus after July 1. There was 

some interesting discussion and I think quite a bit more will need to be had before a 

working policy is in place. 

 

Teaching Award Working Group, Nov. 23 

A small group of GSA reps are working out the framework for a GSA supported teaching 

award for TAs here at the U of L. I think this is a very exciting project and there were 
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some great ideas brought forward. This will be part of an initiative to implement some 

new GSA funded and administered graduate student awards. 
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