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1. List of Events: 

 GSA Office Jan. 30, Feb. 2, 5, 6, 9, 12, 14, 16, 20, 21, 22 

 GSAEC Jan. 23 

 Student Meetings Jan. 29, Feb. 1, 2, 9, 15 22, 23 

 Agility Advisory Council, Jan. 30 

 THRIVE, Feb. 1 

 U of L Open House, Feb. 3 

 ab-GPAC AGM, Feb. 4 

 Cannabis Working Group, Feb. 5 

 Labour Relations, Feb. 5 

 GFC, Feb. 5 

 IAW Planning, Feb. 6 

 Advancement, Feb. 7 

 BoG Governance, Feb. 7 

 Town Hall/Pizza Party, Feb. 9 

 Cannabis Working Group, Feb. 12 

 Provost/VP Academic, Feb. 12 

 U of L BoG, Feb. 15 

 Election Info. Session, Feb. 16 

 Board Game Night, Feb. 16 

 U of L Play Day, Feb. 19 

 Club Inquiry Meeting, Feb. 20 

 

 

2. Select External Meeting Summaries 

Agility Advisory Council, Jan. 30 

U of L Agility is one of our sponsors this year, and they have a lot going on. The list of 

events and initiatives they are working on a promoting is impressive. Some things to look 

for are the RBC Small business symposium coming on March 16, they are looking for 

volunteers for a few hours in the morning to help with registration. The wealth of 
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opportunity here for grad students to get connected to business and social innovators is 

massive. This will be one of the organizations we would do well to stay with in the years 

ahead. 

 

U of L Open House, Feb. 3 

Along with Anna and Faye, we set up a table at the spring incarnation of Open House. 

There is generally a lower turnout for the event, but there was still some good traffic. We 

didn’t do any presentations this time but we all still had an opportunity to interact with 

potential grad students. Faye and Anna also got a nice shout out on the Confessions page 

for being so friendly and helpful. 

 

ab-GPAC AGM, Feb.4 

The AGM was held in Calgary, but due to the horrific weather conditions Betty, Jarret, 

and I called in for the meeting. It was an interesting mix of minutiae and strategic 

conversations. It was hard to tell what the point of the meeting was, and in some ways 

reinforced the optics of our leaving the organization. I pledged to write an exit report for 

them, outlining some of the things they could improve. I also discovered that the ED of 

ab-GPAC is a contract employee which raises questions about who she actually works 

for. None of those issues were addressed. 

 

Cannabis Working Group, Feb. 5 & 12 

This committee met twice as they are trying to get the framework in place ahead of the 

legalization of cannabis consumption. There are some robust discussion about placement, 

what can be consumed and where, and how this may potentially impact the classroom. I 

presented a strong case for no edible consumption on campus and treating any use the 

same as any other intoxicant. It is important to ensure the safety of our grad students who 

may be in front of classrooms where this is being used. 

 

GFC, Feb. 5 

This was a shorter meeting, with some of the usual discussions. The meeting was 

dominated by two topics. A presentation from Dave Hinger on technology in the 

classroom sparked a lively debate about use and accessibility. The Registrar and AVP 
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Students’ information on the upcoming merge to electronic timetabling also generated a 

fulsome discussion. I have tried to keep us out of the latter as long as possible, but was 

forced to stake a position. Electronic timetabling has the potential to impact graduate 

students greatly, scattering our hours and hampering our ability to move forward 

academically. This will need some further discussion and involvement. 

 

Provost/VP Academic, Feb. 12 

Mohammed and I joined Hailey Babb and Sandeep Parmar from the ULSU to discuss 

what we see as affordability for student at the U of L with Andy Hakin and Kathleen 

Massey. There was a lot of good information shared and I feel that the student leadership 

expressed out frustration with not only the provincial government, but some of the 

decisions made by the U of L. This was my first opportunity to discuss the state of 

graduate studies at the U of L, and I started to lay the groundwork for the letter and 

communications before I leave office. 

 

U of L BoG, Feb. 15 

The board is being tasked with some difficult and challenging issues. The government’s 

lack of clarity of funding for the year, negotiations for all three bargaining groups, and 

some higher-level governance issues were all on the table. The Board also dealt with the 

five-year plans for Mobility and Cyber Security services. An interim budget was put on 

the table and approved, contingent on adjustments when the government of Alberta 

informs us how much we are getting for our Campus Alberta grant and what we can 

expect for backfill. 

 

Election Info. Session, Feb. 16 

We had a good turnout, about nine people expressing interest in running for positions 

with the GSA. There were some good questions and hopefully I managed to make our 

jobs sound interesting and cool. The next session on Feb. 27, if you know anyone who 

may be interested please have them come out for the session. 
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U of L Play Day, Feb. 19 

The annual Family Day Play Day was well attended once again. I was there on behalf of 

the ULAA and the GSA and in two hours I handed out close to 400 stickers for young 

and old. This is always a hit, and there were a lot of grad students out helping with 

booths, putting on demonstrations, and just volunteering their time. I think this is 

something we should try and brand in the future as a grad student volunteer opportunity. 

 

Club Information Meeting, Feb 20 

Two students came to discuss establishing a graduate student club aimed at promoting 

sexual wellness. This is an interesting idea, the two have some really good ideas and 

there is some potential for this to be a ground-breaking club on campus. We could use 

more clubs for graduate students to be involved in, and I am hoping I can get them set up 

to be in place and functioning by Fall 2018. 
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