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1. List of Events: 

 GSA Office Nov. 28, 29, 30 Dec. 1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14 

 GSAEC Dec. 4 

 Student Meetings Nov. 30, Dec. 8, 11, 14 

 Student Fees Committee, Nov. 24 

 SGS Enrolment Specialist, Nov. 27 

 Agility Advisory Council, Nov. 28 

 Student Fee Committee, Nov. 28 

 SGS Council, Nov. 29 

 Convocation Lunch, Nov. 30 

 GSA Awards Committee, Dec. 1 

 Lampard Gift Announcement, Dec. 1 

 Opokaasi’in Open House, Dec. 1 

 Emergency Bursary, Dec. 2 

 Liberal Education Establishment Team, Dec. 4 

 ab-GPAC Communication, Dec. 5 

 ULAA (Alumni Association), Dec. 6 

 Labour Relations Town Hall, Dec. 7 

 U of L Christmas Open House, Dec. 7 

 U of L Book Launch, Dec. 7 

 Student/Supervisor Consultation, Dec. 8 

 ab-GPAC BoD, Dec. 11 

 GFC, Dec. 11 

 M.A. Webinar, Dec 12 

 Indigenous Awareness Week, Dec. 12 

 BMO, Dec. 12 

 Legislation and Governance, Dec. 13 

 SGS-Dean Wood, Dec. 13 

 ULFA (Faculty Association), Dec. 13 

 Campus Women’s Centre, Dec. 14 

 RBC-Agility, Dec. 14 

 GSAC, Dec. 15 
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2. Select External Meeting Summaries 

Student Fee Committee Meeting, Nov 24, 28 

Samantha Krause and I represented graduate students at consultation with senior 

administration on proposed fee and rate increases or decreases for 2018-2019. The big 

news for us is the proposal of a half term charge for grad students who only need six 

weeks to do revisions, etc. Instead of being charged with a whole semester it will now be 

reduced to six weeks. This is a significant change and greatly benefits us. There are some 

interesting proposals, especially around parking services. The package is going to the 

Board of Governors on Dec. 18, 2017 for approval. 

 

SGS Council, Nov. 29 

The SGS Council presented a finalized version of the Plan for Graduate Education to the 

council. The plan is designed to provide some high level strategic planning for the SGS 

going forward, looking at creating a thriving and comprehensive graduate school here at 

the U of L. The plan will be made public and available on the SGS website in the new 

year. Further, the SGS Council approved some language defining the contents and 

structure of thesis documents for different disciplines. I think this will certainly bring 

some much need clarity to the construction of a thesis. 

 

Dr. Dorothy Lampard Gift Announcement, Dec. 1 

I was very proud to be on hand as both a history student and the GSA rep for this major 

announcement. The U of L Archives have been completely renovated and a new reading 

room has been named in honour of the late Dr. Dorothy Lampard. Dr. Lampard was a 

founding faculty member of the U of L. In addition, her nephew Dr. Robert Lampard 

donated part of his extensive and unique collection of materials related to the history of 

western North America. Some of the pieces are one of a kind, including the oldest known 

published work from west of the Mississippi. 

 

Opokaasi’in Open House, Dec. 1 

I was invited to the open house for Opokaasi’in Centre for the evening. Faye and I were 

given a very thorough tour of the facility and I am quite frankly amazed at all they have 

accomplished in such a diverse space. Their programs and services are wide ranging and 

much needed. If you get a chance to check them out, I highly recommend it. 
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School of Liberal Education Advisory Council (SLEAC), Dec. 4 

I am pleased to say the GSA has a full-time position on the inaugural advisory council for 

the School of Liberal Education. The advisory group has already floated some excellent 

ideas on how to include graduate trident sin the work of liberal education on campus. I 

look forward to being a part of this for the rest of my term and hope we continue to 

actively be involved in the future. 

 

ULAA Engagement Committee, Dec. 6 

I am sitting on the Alumni Associations’ student engagement committee, looking at ways 

to get students aware of the services and benefits of the ULAA before they graduate. The 

goal is to also ensure the ULAA is supporting current students, creating a culture of 

involvement, pride and engagement. We have some good ideas, and I hope to be able to 

tell you about a few of them before the year is out. 

 

U of L Holiday Open House. History Department Book Launch, Dec. 7 

There were two events in the same place on the same night so I took the opportunity to 

attend both. The Open House was hosted by Mike Mahon and his wife Maureen and was 

an opportunity for members of the university community to come together and spread 

some holiday cheer. It was held in the Penny Building’s art gallery and the En Pleine Air 

exhibition. Upstairs two history professors, Kristine Alexander and Heidi Macdonald, 

hosted an event celebrating the launch of their individual books. Both profs have multiple 

grad students who were in attendance. 

 

GFC, Dec. 11 

There were some robust discussions about bylaw changes and the registrars new 

timetabling software.The new timetabling software might be something we need keep in 

our minds. There is some serious pushback from the faculty about how it is going to be 

rolled out, and it may have some serious implications for grad students. Basically, the 

power to schedule courses is being passed to a computer program that will fit classes into 

a grid. It does not take in to account the traditional MWF and TTh time slots. Nor does it 

account for grad student duties and grad student classes. There is more investigation that 

needs to be done on this issue. A new Internationalization Plan was unveiled, there are 

some aggressive goals for international student recruitment and enrolment. Once again, 

the actual infrastructure for these goals seems nebulous at best. 
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M.A. Webinar, Dec. 12 

I participated in a live webinar with Greta Vardazaryan from SGS on why a student 

might choose to pursue a Master of Arts degree. It was a good discussion about the ups 

and downs of the program both in general and specifically at the U of L. I look forward to 

perhaps doing more of these in the future. 

 

Indigenous Awareness Days Planning, Dec. 12 

The group is getting larger, but the plans are starting to come together. The committee 

has decided on March 5 as the capstone event for a series of smaller workshops and 

events through January and February. The GSA is hoping to hold at least one workshop 

on the basics of indigenous culture and history and how that impacts the university 

community. Chloe has proposed a very interesting workshop on indigenous research 

methodology that I think we can get behind also. I also committed our social media feeds 

for information and teasers for the weeks leading up to March 5. 

 

SGS-Dean Robert Wood, Dec. 13 

Dean Wood and I had a good discussion about some student concerns brought forward in 

the past few weeks. He promised to consult with Danielle Lanouer, SGS manager about 

the inconsistency in thesis acceptance and returns. He suggested I schedule a one on one 

with Deirdre Coburn to discuss how we can get some feedback to major award applicants  

who do not get forwarded or added to short lists. While there may be some restrictions on 

the information we hand over, it might be worth looking in to. Finally, we discussed 

making the Student Supervisor guideline MOU more visible as I have dealt with a couple 

of student/supervisor issue recently. Rob and I will do a joint presentation at the next 

SGS council meeting and possibly at the next Arts & Science Faculty council meeting. 

Rob addressed the recent departure of Stacey Leavitt and how SGS was going to deal 

with THRIVE. They are planning on hiring a co-op graduate student to relaunch the 

program. The posting should be up on the university website. 

 

ULFA, Dec. 13 

The labour committee had a good, informative meeting with the Faculty Association and 

to make some inquiries into some of the bigger questions around our upcoming 

negotiations. There was a lot of information shared, some good questions, and while it 

was a bit overwhelming, I feel there was some excellent information for us to move 

forward. 
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Campus Women’s Centre, Dec. 14 

I had a meeting with a couple of members of the CWC collective to discuss co-hosting a 

mental health event in January. The event will be a de-stress workshop with breathing 

exercises, yoga, and healthy snack. Not all the details are set yet, but I think this is a great 

opportunity for us to connect with another unit on campus. 

 

Agility-RBC, Dec. 14 

As a follow up to a conversation from the last Agility Advisory meeting, I met with 

David Danger and Brandy Old to discuss how we might be able to partner with Agility 

for a one day symposium on different interpretations and applications of innovation, what 

it means, how it can be broadly applied etc. There is an opportunity to leverage some of 

their positioning and time as advertising and promotion for Meeting of the Minds, as well 

as raise graduate students profile in another area of the university community. 
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